
     Community of Christ Lutheran Church  

        Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  

            February 9, 2025, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

                           Pastor Stephen C. Bond 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

Welcome                                     Pastor Steve Bond         
 

Musical Prelude                    “Prelude in C” by J.S. Bach                          Eric Dickey 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR BAPTISM 
 

“Confession and Forgiveness” 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring 

of life. Amen. 
 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us 

confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for 

the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of 

our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and 

fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults 

and release us from their grasp. Show us your loving kindness. Restore our  

hearts and repair your world, so that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen. 
 

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. In the 

Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved 

children of God. Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn                   “Let the Whole  Creation Cry”                     ELW 876 
                                            

Greeting          

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 

Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you angels and saints 

stand in awe. Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the world, and by 

your grace make us heralds of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

P Amen. 
 

Childrens Sermon 
 

Anthem (10:00 a.m.)                                                               Emily Pollock, Soloist 
 

THE READINGS  
 

The First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13) 
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 

lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above 

him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they 

covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And one called to another and said:  

 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

 the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house 

filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean 

lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the 

LORD of hosts!” 

  6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 

from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: 

“Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted 

out.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will 

go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” [9 And he said, “Go and say to this 

people:  

 ‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; 

 keep looking, but do not understand.’ 

 10 Make the mind of this people dull, 

  and stop their ears, 

  and shut their eyes, 

 so that they may not look with their eyes, 

  and listen with their ears, 

 and comprehend with their minds, 

  and turn and be healed.” 

 11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: 

 “Until cities lie waste 

  without inhabitant, 

 and houses without people, 



  and the land is utterly desolate; 

 12 until the LORD sends everyone far away, 

  and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land. 

 13 Even if a tenth part remain in it, 

  it will be burned again, 

 like a terebinth or an oak 

  whose stump remains standing 

  when it is felled.” 

 The holy seed is its stump. 

L The Word of the Lord C Thanks be to God!  
 

The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 

1 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 

proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2 through 

which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I 

proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 

  3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, 

and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that 

he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five 

hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 

some have died. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, 

as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the 

apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been 

in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, 

but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we 

proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

L The Word of the Lord C Thanks be to God!  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 5:1-11 
P The Holy Gospel according to….C Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was 

pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore 

of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He 

got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a 

little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water 

and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we have worked 

all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 
6 When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were 

beginning to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and 

help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But 

when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from 

me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who were with him were 

amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10 and so also were James and 

John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, 

“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 11 When they had 

brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 

P The Gospel of the Lord! C Praise to you, O Christ!  
 

Sermon                                    "Far from the Shallows"               Pastor Stephen Bond   
    

Hymn                                         “Here I Am, Lord”                                    ELW 574 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

WE DEDICATE OUR HEARTS IN PRAYER  

P With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 



A brief silence. 

AM God of surprising abundance, you call your people to enter deeply into the 

world. Equip us to respond to your call, gather up what we have, and offer it to all. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

AM God of creation, provide protection from the elements and other hazards to all 

whose work brings them outside: for fishers, ranchers, line workers, and 

construction crews. Guide us to live carefully alongside the wonders of the land and 

waters. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

AM Open the hearts of all leaders, especially those who serve in the armed forces, 

that they respond to their commission with wisdom and patience. Ensure that all 

who serve are kept safe in body, mind, and spirit. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

AM Fill with your compassionate presence all who are suffering from addiction, 

mental illness, injury, or illness of any kind; Tom Jennings, Sue & Jim Enk, 

Christal & Chad Pritchard, Frank O’Konski, Larry Geer, Luke Holtz, Susie 

Donnal, Ron Hetherwick, Martina Benton, Jake Cope, Debbie Carman, Paula 

Gruhler, Virginia Dillon, Staci, Jason Rupp, Jack Shultt, Sophia, Diane 

O'Konski .... and all those we remember in silence. Draw helpers to their side so 

that they find relief from their burdens. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

AM Call our faith communities to do marvelous things. Bless the labor and efforts 

of this congregation, that we may be a sign of your presence in the world. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 
 

AM We thank you for those who have courageously gone before us in faith. May 

we too show a deep trust in you throughout our lives. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 
 

P We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your 

promise is revealed among the people. Amen. 
 

THE MEAL 
 

All Christians are welcome to commune at our Altar. You do not have to be a 

member of this congregation to receive Communion. Grape juice is available in the 

inner ring of glasses for those desiring it. A “gluten-free” host option is available 

upon request as well.   
 

Sharing of the Peace 

P The Peace of the Lord be with you all! C And also with you! 

Share an expression of peace with your neighbor, please.  
 

The congregation continues to stand during Tithes and Offerings if you are able. 



 

Our Tithes and Offerings Bring your gifts to the Altar, or you may offer gifts in the 

tray located at the rear of the sanctuary. Thank you. 
 

Offering Prayer 

AM God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the 

depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and 

our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. 

 

 
 

 
 

**The Eucharistic Prayer Continues…… 

 
 



 

 

 

 

The Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Jesus said, Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after 

supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Jesus said, Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray…C Our Father, who 

art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Communion Hymns         “Lamb of God”  
 

 



 
 

 
  

Hymn                             “Will You Come and Follow Me”                           ELW 798 
4 

 

                                       “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”                           ELW 461  
 

Post Communion Blessing 
 

Prayer after Communion  

AM Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and 

drink. Strengthen us for service and send us out to embody your good news of 

liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, 

Amen. 
 

THE SENDING 
 

Milestones & Announcements:  
 

The Blessing 

P The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, 

and send you in love.  Amen. 
   
 



Sending Hymn                       “In Christ Called to Baptize”                       ELW 575 

 Dismissal 

AM Go in peace. Live in hope. Thanks be to God. 

AM And next week, C Bring a friend! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Making Jesus Known” 
 

Welcome to Community of Christ! Our family welcomes you to the 

house of the Lord today! We ask God to bless His Holy Word and 

Sacrament today so that his people might receive strength for living out 

our days! If you are looking for a church home, we hope you will consider 

Community of Christ! 
 

We WELCOME YOU to worship with us at one of our TWO worship services.  

Join us at 8:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. in person or on Facebook Live. We look forward 

to seeing you and as always BRING A FRIEND!!!!  
 

When God Breaks the Rules: A Thursday Afternoon Bible Study 

We often picture God as the Giver of Rules and the Maker of Laws (including, 

obviously, the ones literally written in stone like the Ten Commandments). But 

what about the times in the Bible when God does a new thing, moves in a new 

direction, or expands the old order of the world? What about when God breaks the 

rules?  This is what we are looking at in our Thursday afternoon Bible Study series. 

Join us for our new original ten-part study that Pastor Steve is calling When God 

Breaks the Rules. We are learning about how God overturned the customs and 

traditions of the day from the earliest stories in our Bible to times when Jesus broke 

with the inherited traditions of the Respectable Religious Teachers of his day, to the 

movement of the New Testament era church as the Spirit led the first Christians 

across lines and borders to the ends of the earth with Jesus’ love. Join us this 

Thursday at 1:00 p.m. in the council room for our journey in the expansive, 

surprising, and often rebellious ways of God! All are welcome!  
 



Adult Sunday School Series: “Jesus—The Wonder Years” 

What would it have been like to raise the child Jesus? Have you ever wondered 

what Jesus’ childhood was like, or why there are so few stories from that part of his 

life? And with the handful of stories we do have from the Bible, what do they mean 

and why do they matter for our lives? In our new series for our Sunday morning 

Adult Class, we will spend time looking at important episodes from the early life of 

Jesus across the gospels, in what we do—and don’t—know.  Join us for these 

conversations from 9:15-9:45 a.m. (between services) on Sunday mornings: 

• Feb. 9—No Class—Congregational Breakfast in the fellowship hall 

• Feb. 16—the Child Jesus in the Temple 

Join us for any or all of these studies on Sunday mornings here at Community of 

Christ this January and February! 
 

Join Us for Conversation and More! 

Starting this February, we invite you to gather at the church with both old and new 

friends for a variety of fun activities: Catch up and connect with others, enjoy 

drinks and light snacks, play games and cards (euchre, anyone?), team up for jigsaw 

puzzle challenges, lend a hand with Visitation Ministry projects, get some light 

exercise with a walk through the halls, share your ideas for future activities. 

Feel free to bring a neighbor or a friend—more people means more fun! 

Dates: February 11th, 1-3 p.m. and February 21st, 1-3 p.m. Don’t worry if you 

miss the sign-up—you're still welcome to join! Sign up at the kiosk or contact the 

office with any questions. We can’t wait to see you there! 
 

Pancakes, egg bakes, and donuts oh my! Bring your friends and your appetites, as 

the Outreach Committee and friends host a breakfast between services on TODAY! 

Sunday, February 9th. Funds raised in the free-will offering will support our 

efforts to provide monthly breakfast treats to the faculty and staff at one of the area 

AW schools. 
 

2024 Church Offering Statements Now Available for Pick-Up! 

Your 2024 offering statements are now available for pick-up! They are located on 

the table in the gathering space for your convenience. Please take a moment to grab 

yours after service or stop by the church office during regular office hours. Please 

contact the office to make arrangements if you prefer your statement to be mailed. 

Thank you for your continued support and generosity! 
 

Fellowship Invites you to participate in our 1st Community of Christ Chili 

Cook-Off on Sunday, February 23rd, right here after service. Sign-ups to compete 

are on the kiosk. Sign up with your name # and email by Sunday, February 9th. 

There is also a separate sign-up sheet for those not participating in the competition 



who want to be a taster and vote for their favorite chili. All are welcome to taste and 

vote for our C of C Chili Cook-Off winner. 
 

The Tuesday Ladies Bible Study will begin March 4th @ 8:30 am. We will be  

doing a Kristi McLelland study "The Gospel on the Ground"- Christ has ascended- 

now what? We will learn how the remaining disciples chose a new member to 

replace Judas and then became organized to begin spreading the Gospel without 

Christ present. This is a 7-week study, and you will need to order the study guide 

before class. Please sign up at the kiosk. If you have any questions, please call 

Becky King @ 419-349-7319. Bring a friend!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach and Friends Breakfast 

TODAY! Sunday, February 9, between 

Services 

Conformation Class - Zion Waterville 

Sunday, February 9, 12:30 p.m. 

Christian Education 

Monday, February 10, 6:30 p.m. 

Monthly Singing Visit to Blue Creek 

Nursing Home 

Tuesday, February 11, 10:00 a.m. 

VM Conversation & More 

Tuesday, February 11, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Concert Committee 

Tuesday, February 11, 6:00 p.m. 

Church Council  

Tuesday, February 11, 7:00 p.m. 

Choir Practice 

Wednesday, February 12, 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

Thursday, February 13, 1:00 p.m. 

Lay Internship 

Thursday, February 13, 6:30 p.m. 

Bell Choir  

Thursday, February 13, 7:00 p.m. 

Altar Flowers are given by Sandy Boehly in Celebration 

of a new granddaughter, Kennedy Ann! ❤❤ 


